
Over the past three years, DCS has also 

generously donated more than

$10,000 

to Cook Children’s Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit (NICU) through the annual  
Pickin’ for Preemies benefit concert.

True friends
Kevin Ehringer has always been a big-picture, 

hands-on type of guy. From an early age, Kevin 
struggled with concentrating on one thing for too long 
and engaging with traditional teaching styles. After 
graduating from school, Kevin knew one thing for sure. 

“I wanted to have my own company,” said Kevin, 
now the founder and chief technology 
officer of Data Center Systems (DCS). “I 
started my company on Jan. 1, 1994, in 
two 10' by 10' rooms, believe it or not. I 
didn’t know how to sell or make a fiber 
cable assembly, but I wanted to have 
my own business.”

Fast-forward to 2020 and Kevin 
and DCS are responsible for providing 
reliable, high-performance connectivity 
to some of the largest data centers 
in the world. Kevin now uses this 
success to give back to causes that are 
close to his heart. 

DCS has generously donated to Cook Children’s 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) through 
the annual Pickin’ for Preemies benefit concert for 
a number of years. Kevin knows how important 
compassionate and skilled care can be to a child born 
with challenges. 

In 1998, Kevin lost his 8 ½-month-old daughter 
who was born with a congenital heart defect, often 
associated with Down syndrome. Children with the 
defect who do not have Down syndrome, like Kevin’s 
daughter, are considered more fragile.   

“She made it 12 hours after surgery, her heart 
stopped beating and she went to be with the 
Lord,” said Kevin. 

Years later, a close friend approached Kevin and 
sought his advice: He and his wife were expecting a son 
who had been diagnosed in utero with the same heart 

condition as Kevin’s daughter. But their 
son also had Down syndrome. 

“I told him, ‘You’re the luckiest guy,’” 
said Kevin. “Kids with Down syndrome 
are hearty. They’re fighters, and they’re 
more likely to survive this surgery.” 

Kevin remembers sitting with his 
friend and his wife the day of their 
son’s surgery at Cook Children’s, and 
since that time, he’s been a strong 
advocate for children who are born with 
special needs. 

Eventually, a friend connected 
Kevin with the Child Study Center at 

Cook Children’s. Here, specialists and educators join 
together to help children with learning and behavioral 
disabilities grow and meet their full potential. When 
COVID-19 turned our world upside down and the 
annual Party on the Patio was forced to go virtual, DCS 
stepped in immediately to help sponsor the event.

In times of uncertainty, it’s good to have partners 
and friends like Kevin and DCS – friends who will 
come and sit with you on the scariest day of your 
life, and partners who will help you out when you 
need it the most.

for the students and patient families of the Child Study Center at Cook Children’s.

With DCS’s support, the 2020 virtual Party on the Patio raised $67,876 
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